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Welcome to Vancouver Island

The rain drowned out
another day on Vancouver
Island when I arrived on
Horizon flight 2388
bringing Southern
California sun, which
peered through Victoria's
clouds.

I stepped off the plane
amongst trees and water,
and quiet people. A
nurturing feeling of

. spaciousness surrounded

K i.d_ me, a feeling lacking in big
city living like L.A.
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lmgﬁ HHH - ¥ Victoria is the capital of

British Columbia, a

province located on the southern tip of Vancouver Island.
It is one of my favorite clean air getaways.

So breath-taking beautiful, I'm surprised more Americans aren't walking about the streets right now. The
exchange rate is fabulous. For a hundred American dollars I was given $120 Canadian.

My trip started Wednesday--a long day of travel--which started with the adrenaline rush of maneuvering heavy
405 traffic. But once I landed on the island amongst nature, all was calm.

I made it to the Magnolia Hotel, situated downtown in walking distance to everything including my favorite
restaurant for good vibes The Irish Times. I had dinner there my first night, listening to the Irish band, Shag
Harbour. This three-piece band is amazing, like a shot of adrenaline. The good kind.

And the views from my room 706 at Magnolia, could not be beat. When I opened the door to my room on the top
floor, I gasped from the unexpected beauty reflected beyond high floor to ceiling windows.
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The Parliament Building was lit up against a midnight blue sky. In the foreground, The Empress Hotel. That's my
photo above.

The scene reminded me of a small Paris. Or being that I'm from Los Angeles, Disneyland.
Magical.
At my feet, was a fireplace to stay warm and cozy.

For all the news of poor weather and rain, the temperature felt quite mild and I was fine dressing like I do on a
cool Los Angeles evening.

I'll have more to say but it's time to pack for the drive to Tofino... songs of seagulls outside to accompany me. After
all, I'm only a few blocks from the Inner Harbour, too.

Email this « AddThis!

Posted by Donna Barnett at 10:40 AM in British Columbia, Canada, Clean Air Getaways, Getaways--Pacific

Northwest | Permalink

Technorati Tags: clean air getaways, magnolia hotel, vancouver island, victoria

Digg This | Save to del.icio.us

TrackBack

TrackBack URL for this entry:
http://www.typepad.com/services/trackback/6a00d8345305a169e2011279830b0428a4
Listed below are links to weblogs that reference Welcome to Vancouver Island:

Comments

Z1You can follow this conversation by subscribing to the comment feed for this post.

Verify your Comment

Previewing your Comment

Posted by: |
This is only a preview. Your comment has not yet been posted.
| Post || Edit |

Your comment could not be posted. Error type:
Your comment has been saved. Comments are moderated and will not appear until approved by the author. Post
another comment

The letters and numbers you entered did not match the image. Please try again.

As a final step before posting your comment, enter the letters and numbers you see in the image below. This
prevents automated programs from posting comments.

Having trouble reading this image? View an alternate.

5

Continue |+

http://www.chasingcleanair.com/chasing_clean_air/2009/03/welcome-to-vancouver-islan... 20/03/2009



